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CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 4762 

EXDIS 

E.O.l 1652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, IS, US 

SUBJECT: INTERIM SETTLEMENT: IMPORTANCE OF US PRESENCE 

1. WE CONTINUE TO BE IMPRESSED BY SIGNIFICANCE ISRAELIS 
SEE IN US PRSENCE IN SINAI AS PART OF FINAL PACKAGE 
ON INTERIM SETTLEMENT. FONMIN 

TOLD AMBASSADOR ON JULY 21 THAT HE THOUGH ISSUE OF 
US PRESENCE HAD BEEN VITAL ELEMENT IN ACCEPTABILITY 
OF ISRAELI NEGOTIATINGTEAM'S PROPOSAL TO CABINET. 
TRANSPORT MINISTE YACOBY CONFIRMED THIS TO DCM JULY 23, 
SAYING THAT HE HAD VOTED FOR PROPOSAL WITH GREAT MIS- 
GIVINGS AND ONLY AFTER STRONG URGING FROM DEFMIN PERES 
WHO HAD EMPHASIZED IMPORTANCE OF US PRESENCE AS MAJOR 
SELLING POINT. IN FACT , HE SAID. IF US PRESENCE WAS 
NOT PART OF FINAL PACKAGE, HE WOULD VOTE AGAINST IT. 
SIMILAR VIEW ARE ALSO VOICED IN THE PRESS WITH THE 
RESULT THAT AS ISRAELIS AWAIT DINITZ REPORT OF 
CONVERSATIN WITH SECRETARY, THE FACTOR OF A US 
PRESENCE HAS RAPIDLY BECOME A MJOR INGREDIENT IN 
DETERMING ACCEPTABILITY OF REPORTED SETTLEMENT 
TERMS AS FAR AS ISRAELI PUBLIC IS CONCERNED. 
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